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All Shall be Well? 

Why is there sin? 

Our Lord brought to mind the longing that I had for him before 
and I saw that nothing hindered me but sin, and I saw that 
this is true of us all in general, and it seemed to me that if 
there had been no sin, we should all have been pure and as 
like our Lord as he created us. And so in my folly before this 
time I often wondered why, through the great prescient 
wisdom of God, the beginning of sin was not prevented. For 
then it seemed to me that all would have been well. 

(Chapter 27, Showings p224) 

Jesus’ response 

Jesus, who in this vision informed me about everything needful to me, answered with these words and 
said ‘Sin is necessary, but all will be well, and all will be well, and every kind of thing will be well’.  

(Chapter 27, Showings p225) 

Julian Reflects further on this response. 

All this was showed to me in no more than a touch and then it was quickly passed over. Our good 
Protector did not want us to be terrified by this; He wants our comfort. But through it all, I saw no 
sin, for I believe sin has no substance, no being. In effect, it does not exist, for it can only be known 
through the pain it causes. This pain, as I understand it, is something that purifies us, that teaches us 
about ourselves, and that makes us rely on God’s mercy. But our Protector’s Endurance is meant to 
comfort us in the midst of this pain; that is what He wants. Because our good Protector loves us so 
tenderly, He is quick to comfort, saying, “Granted, sin has caused you all this pain, but all shall be 
well, and all shall be well, and absolutely everything shall be well.” These words were said with so 
much love, with no hint of blame. So if God does not blame me for my sin, I would be rude to blame 
Him for it! We are a family, connected by intimate bonds, and guilt and blame have no part in such 
a relationship. In these words I saw a marvellous and lofty mystery that is hid in God, a mystery that 
will be laid out for us to see in Heaven. Then we will know the true reason why God allowed sin to 
come into the world, and the sight will fill us with endless joy. 

(Chapter 27 Sanna, p. 125) 

Julian Recognises four things: 

• the intention of God is to bring us comfort 
• the nature of sin is that ‘it has no substance’ but it does cause pain, but a pain that 

purifies, and that has God’s comfort in it 
• God does not blame us for our sin 
• In heaven we will know the true reason 
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For Reflection 

• Notice your own instinctive response to the pain of sin and your questioning / 
challenging of God – can you let Julian encourage you in your questioning / 
challenging God 

• Ponder Julian’s description of sin as behovely, of God’s non-blame, of the 
‘nothingness’ of sin, the pain as purifying – what is your response to God. 

• Hold one or other of your greatest fears / pains from the fallenness of life and let 
yourself hear the words spoken to Julian from God “Granted, sin has caused you all 
this pain, but all shall be well, and all shall be well, and absolutely everything shall be 
well.” 


